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Residents have lost trust
in Novato’s ownership

I am writing in response to
the article published Aug. 12
with the headline “Novato mo-
bile home residents increase
o er for property.” As presi-
dent of the Marin Valley Mo-
bile Country Club Park Acqui-
sition Corp. board, | would like
to draw focus to some aspects
of the situation.

City o cials need to con-
sider the low-income covenants
MVMCC has been subject to
since 1997, as well as Novato’s
own $40 million to $70 mil-
lion 30-year capital expense es-
timates from March 2023. If
these had been included, the
value would have been far less
than the appraised value of
$26 million, as stated in the
article. Any appraiser with mo-
bile-home-park experience
should understand that. Con-
versely, MVMCC's appraiser
has appraised over 7,000 mo-
bile-home parks over the last
30 years. It presented a $21.3
million value.

Sherin Olivero, a city official
quoted in the article, said re-
sponsibilities for repairs and
maintenance are shared among
the city, the resident board and
a property management consul-
tant. Yet, the city alone controls
the purse strings. Olivero said
the city is “committed to timely
and thorough property mainte-
nance.” | disagree.

Funds have been accumu-
lated by the city from resident
rents for over two decades,
currently totaling $4.6 mil-lion.
The maintenance neglect at
MVMCC has been known for
years, and capital improve-
ments there consistently ap-
pear to be a low priority. Re-
garding operations and up-keep,
Novato officials have been
consistent in being very
inconsistent with their actions,
typically saying or promising
one thing and doing another.

The residents of MVMCC
have had enough. We find no
security in city ownership. Only
resident ownership of MVMCC
can cure these ills.

— John Hansen, Novato



